OF FHE 


PIUURCHASERS of ſome Lanps, belonging to the Corpora- 
tion of Maulmesbury, in the County of Wilts, by Leaſes for 21 Years. 


H E Burrovgh is an Ancient Burrough, and had ſeveral hundred Acres of Land given 
the Burgeſles and their Succeſſors by King Athe/tane, 7 or 8 hundred- years ſince, 

which were confirmed by ſeveral ſucceeding Kings of England. 
That King Charles the 1ſt, in the x 1th year of his Reign confirmed the ſaid Charter, 
Gc. and granted them ſeveral other Priviledges; the Burrough at firſt conſiſting only of 
I free Burgeſles, but of late years there is an Alderman, 12 Capital Burgeſles, 24 Per- 

; ſons called Aſſiſtants, Land-holders and free Burgeſles. 

That about the beginning of the Reign of King Fames the 11t, the Aldermen and 12 
af Capital Burgeſles uſurped to themſelves 13 ſeveral incloſed Grounds, part of the faid 
TALES 3) Lands which cauſed great Differences, and Law-Suits between them and the free Burgeſ: 
Ot D ”4 ſes; but about the 6th year of the ſaid King, it was agreed among(t themſelves, that 
the 1} Capital Burgeſſes ſhould hold the faid Grounds as long as they continued Capital Burgelles, paying 10 /. per 
Annum to a Free-School, and 10/7. per Aunum toan Almes-Houſe, but were often interrupted by the free Burgelſles, 


for that the faid Lands ought to have been held (as they were given) in Common. 
That 4 or 5 years ſince a Quo Warranto was brought againſt the Corporation, and proſecuted to Judgment, and 


entred, and the Corporation and Lands ſeized. 

That ſome ſhort time after the late King James the 2d did by Charter, ( amongſt other things) grant to the 
Burrough the Lands aforefaid, and named therein an Alderman and 12 other Capital Burgeſles, 

That preſently after the Perſons within the Corporation cut down the Hedges, and levelled the Ditches of the 
13 Grounds, and made it Common, and claimed it in Common, and denied the new Capital Burgeſles to hold it, 
23S it was formerly held by the old ones. | 

That afrerwards a Common Hall was called within the Burrough, there being preſent all the Magiſtrates, and the 
major part of the free Burgeſles, for ſetling the faid Lands belonging to the faid Burrough, as alſo the ſaid x 3 
Grounds and other Agreements, and By-Laws, Sc. And that then all things were ſetled and agreed on by all Per- 
ſons then preſent, ( Nemine Contradicente ) which were many more than the major part of the ſaid Burgeſſes, and 
for that there had been ſeveral Diſputes in former times, and then concerning the ſaid x 3 Capital Burgeſſes holding 
che ſaid 1 3 Grounds to themſelves, which ought to have been held in Common, it was agreed that the ſaid Lands 
ſhould be Leaſed out to Tenants for any Terms, not exceeding 21 years to raiſe Money to pay the Corporation's 
Debts, reſerving 507. per Aunum, (viz.) 101. per Annum to a Free-School, 10 7. per Annum to an Almes-Houle, 
as formerly, as alſo 5 /. per Annum to a Bell-Man, 5 7. per Annum to the Steward, 15/7. 1o s. per Annum, an Ad- 
dition to the Alderman tor his Table, &c. the remainder for a Town-Stock. 

That the ſame was drawn into Writing, and Signed by the major part of the Corporation, and by 7 or $ of the 
Perſons who call themſelves the old Burgeſſes, ſome of them receiving part of the Fines, there being not above 2 or 
3 now living that did not conſent with the Common Seal of the Burrough affixed, which ſaid Agreement was dec- 
creed in Chancery, and ( amongſt orher things) isin theſe words, (iz. ) That the 13 Grounds called the Burgeſ- 
{es parts, and all other Lands and Rents being part, or parcel of the ſaid x 3 Grounds, or thereunto belonging, and 
241 other Lands held in feveralty by the late Capital Burgeſles, ſhall from time to time hereafter be Leaſed out by the 
Alderman for the time being, rhe High Steward, or in his Abſence his Deputy-Steward, and Aſſiſtant therein named, 
and the 4 other Stewards of the 4 ſeveral] Ccmpanies,or the major part of them, the Alderman for the time being to 
have a caſting Voice,and always to be one for any term of Years,not exceeding 2 1 for ſuch Fines, as they ſhall agree, 
provided the whole Rent reſerved for all the ſaid Lands tobe Lett, ſhall be 50 /. per Annum ar the leaſt, clear of all 
things. 

Tia: the Alderman, and the major part of the Perſons appointed to make Leaſes, did make Leaſes under the 
Common Seal of the Burroug'1, to Tenants for valuable Conſiderations, reſerving the 501. per Ainum, Rent as a- 
foreſaid, which Tenants to their great Coſls have improved the ſaid Grounds, and ſome of them have burnt, bak'd 

of the ſaid Grounds, and ſowed Wheat on them at Mzichaelmas laſt, now worth near 200 /. 

It is intended on behalf of the old Burgeſles, upon the Report of the Committee of the Bill, for reſtoring Cor- 
porations, to move the Houſe to alter that Clauſe in the ſaid Bill, that provides for all Leſſzes of Lands, &c. and 
get a Clauſe inſerted, to deſtroy the Tennants Leaſes, withour ſatisfying the Money paid by them, for Fines and Im- 
provements, although the Leaſes were made by the major part of the Corporation, as alſo by ſeven or eight of thcm- 
{clves as aforeſaid. 

The Tenants hope that the Parliament will not inſert any Clauſe to make void their Leaſes, they being Purchaſors 
on valuable Conſiderations, as alſo ſowed their Corn peaceably, being matter of Title, and for the Reaſons aforeſaid. 

One I--- 4--- tho one of the Leſſors, and a Party to the Agreement and Decree, is now Sollicitor againſt the Ten- 
nants, and (as weare informed) hath wrote a Paper of the Caſe, with a great many voluntary Miſtakes, and Miſ- 


:nformations. | 


The Tennants are willing to accept their Fines and Improvements. 


